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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

  

OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirement  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirement 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

Technical assistance to 

strengthen the 

Namibian School 

Feeding Programme 

2012-

2018 
320,000 2,028,674 1,163,112 57% n/a 

Ministry of 

Education/ 

Government 

of Namibia 

Strengthening Food & 

Nutrition Security 

Monitoring in Namibia 

2012-

2017 
N/A 1,686,360 900,000 53% n/a USAID/OFDA 

 

Summary of WFP Assistance: WFP provides technical assistance to the government in two priority areas. The first is 

in the design and implementation of the national school feeding programme, which is part of the country’s social safety 

nets. WFP’s technical assistance in this context focuses on i) Knowledge generation and management; ii) Strengthening 

and developing systems for impact monitoring; iii) Programme support and capacity building; and iv) Provision of policy 

and strategy advice on hunger related issues. The second priority area is to strengthen government capacity to assess, 

plan and respond to emergency food needs resulting from natural disasters and other shocks by providing technical 

assistance in the areas of i) Food Security Monitoring and Analysis; ii) Systems Strengthening; iii) Logistics Supply 

Chain Management; and iv) Capacity Building and Programme Support. 

WFP’s assistance supports the government’s aim to attain the Millennium Development Goal 1 - to eradicate extreme 

poverty and hunger - and is consistent with Namibia’s development priorities and strategies for achieving national 

objectives, as laid out in its Vision 2030 and Fourth National Development Plan (NDP 4). WFP’s assistance is also in line 

with the UN Partnership Framework for 2014-2018, which defines the role of the UN system in Namibia. 

 

 
  

Since 2012, WFP’s focus in Namibia has shifted from food 
assistance to providing technical assistance to the 
government to strengthen national capacities to end hunger. 
Specifically, WFP’s technical assistance aims to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of existing national food based 
safety net programmes, which include a school feeding 
programme and relief operations, and to enhance the capacity 
of government to assess, plan and respond to food security 
needs. 

WFP has been present in Namibia since 1999. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  

WFP has an agreement with the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture to provide technical support to the School Feeding 

Programme. WFP also has a strategic partnership with the Office of the Prime Minister to support the government in 

improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the emergency food assistance programme. In addition, UNICEF 

complements WFP efforts to support food and nutrition security monitoring. WFP, together with UNICEF and WHO, are 

active members of the Namibian Alliance for Improved Nutrition (NAFIN), which is the multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder 

platform that meets quarterly to advance the nutrition agenda. WFP has also supported NAFIN in the development of the 

SUN Multi-Sectoral Country Nutrition Implementation Plan (2013-2016). 

 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Since independence in 1990, Namibia has enjoyed relative stability, strong 
economic growth, and is categorised as an upper middle income country. This 
growth, however, has not translated into reduced poverty or equitable income 
distribution. With a population of over 2 million people, the unemployment rate 
in 2014 was 28 percent (down from nearly 30 percent in 2013), with 32 percent 
females and 24 percent males unemployed (NSA Labour Survey 2014). Namibia 
is one of the countries in the southern African region hardest hit by the “triple 
threat” of HIV, tuberculosis, and malnutrition. Namibia ranks 127 out of 187 
countries according to the 2014 Human Development Index. The 2014 Global 
Hunger Index ranks Namibia at 51 out of 120 countries assessed, with an index 
score of 16.9, indicating a “serious food problem.” This rating is an improvement 
from its level in 1995 (21). In 2013, 16 percent of the population was reported 
as severely food insecure and 22 percent moderately food insecure (EFSA 
2013). Namibia's food insecurity is mainly linked to structural poverty 
compounded by high HIV/AIDS prevalence rates and recurrent natural disasters - drought and floods. In 2013, the 
proportion of poor individuals stood at 29 percent. Heavy reliance on food imports makes Namibia susceptible to high 
food prices, which increases pressure on vulnerable households' food security. Low income earners struggle to meet their 
minimum daily requirements for food intake, as reflected in the fact that 24 percent of children under age five are stunted. 
Food assistance, including government drought aid schemes, has become an important part of people’s coping strategies. 
In 2013, more than 700,000 people were targeted with government food aid in response to the drought emergency. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP supported development of monitoring and evaluation tools 

for the national school feeding programme (NSFP), thereby 

helping strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Education, 

Arts and Culture to monitor and improve programme 

implementation. The tools, which are now utilised by 95 

percent of the schools, have also assisted 70 percent of schools 

to report on their feeding activities for the first time ever.  

 The agreements, between the Ministry of Education, Arts and 

Culture and WFP and between WFP and the Office of the Prime 

Minister, have been extended to 2018 and 2017, respectively. 

This reflects the government’s confidence in WFP’s technical 

assistance to strengthen national food and nutrition security 

analysis systems and the school feeding programme. 

 WFP technical assistance is facilitating increased government 

partnerships with the private sector in view of strengthening 

the NSFP by attracting complementary resources and services. 

 In response to WFP’s advocacy efforts, the Ministry of 

Education, Arts and Culture has given in-principle approval to 

start monthly cash incentive for volunteer cooks in the NSFP. 

This represents a milestone in providing some social protection 

for rural women who have volunteered their services to the 

programme for years. 

 Since the establishment of the Food and Nutrition Security 

Monitoring System (FNSMS), developed by the Office of the 

Prime Minister and supported by WFP, the coordination 

between government departments involved in food and 

nutrition security monitoring has improved significantly. As 

government stakeholders’ understanding of the FNSMS 

improves, there is stronger political buy-in and support for it 

at various levels. This has facilitated the development and 

adoption of a Food and Nutrition Security Monitoring Plan 

(FNSMP) through a participatory approach. The FNSMP awaits 

Cabinet approval. 

 WFP provided technical assistance to the government to 

analyse and report on the results of the Namibia Rural Food 

Security and Livelihood Vulnerability Assessment, which was 

undertaken in May-June 2015 to assess the impact of the 

current drought. The report uses data collected by the Namibia 

Early Warning Food Information Unit, the Namibia Agronomic 

Board, and Namibia Vulnerability Assessment to produce one 

harmonised national assessment that will facilitate the 

government’s preparedness and response to the drought. 

 Gaps in staffing capacity within government is of 

great concern, as it affects progress in the 

implementation of partnership activities.  

 WFP assistance to the Ministry of Education, Arts 

and Culture has resulted in increased potential 

and interest by government to diversify the 

foods provided to students as part of the school 

feeding programme. However, resources have 

not been secured by the Ministry to achieve this 

due to competing priorities. Despite strong 

recognition of the importance of the school 

feeding programme, the commitment is yet to 

be evidenced by improved resource allocation. 

These constraints are compounded by donor 

funding tending towards relief operations as 

opposed to WFP’s capacity development 

initiatives. 

 Despite earlier predictions of normal and above 

normal rainfall for 2014-2015, the season was 

marked by the late onset of rains, prolonged 

mid-season dry spells and lower than normal 

total rainfall. This resulted in a significant 

reduction in crop production estimates in several 

areas and near total crop failure in parts of the 

country. Crop estimates released in July by the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

indicate an aggregate cereal production of 46 

percent below average and 49 percent below 

2014 production. 

 The Namibia Rural Food Security and Livelihood 

Vulnerability Assessment undertaken to assess 

the impact of the drought, identified 578,480 

people as food insecure and estimated that 

assistance to the value of about USD 23 million 

is required to cover their survival and livelihood 

protection needs. In response, the Government 

of Namibia developed and announced a drought 

relief plan and budget of roughly USD 23 million 

for August 2015 to March 2016, but a 

considerable portion of this provision is set aside 

to assist livestock farmers. This would leave a 

significant funding deficit to cover assistance for 

the food insecure.  


